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there hangs in every room a poor-man's box, and desiring to know the reason thereof, it was told me that it is their custom to confirm all bargains by putting something into the poor people's box, and that that binds as fast as any thing. We also saw the Guesthouse, where it was very pleasant to see what neat preparation there is for the poor. We saw one poor man a-dying there. After we had seen all, we light by chance of an English house to drink in, where we were very merry, discoursing of the town and the thing that hangs up in the Stadthousel like a bushel, which I was told is a sort of punishment for some sort of offenders to carry through the streets of the town over his head, which is a great weight. Back by water, where a pretty sober Dutch lass sat reading all the way, and I could not fasten any discourse upon her. At our landing we met with Commissioner Pett going-down to the water-side with Major Harly,2 who is going upon a dispatch into England. They having a coach I left the Parson8 and my boy and went along with Commissioner Pett, Mr. Ackworth4 and Mr. Dawes his friends, to the Princess Dowager's house again. Thither also my Lord Fairfax and some other English Lords did come to see it, and my pleasure was increased by seeing of it again. Besides we went into the garden, wherein are gallant nuts better than ever I saw, and a fine Echo under the house in a vault made on purpose with pillars, where I played on my flageolette to great advantage. Back to the Hague, where not rinding Mr. Edward, I was much troubled, but went with the Parson to supper to Commissioner Pett, where we sat late. And among other mirth Mr. Ackworth vyed wives, each endeavouring to set his own wife out to the best advantage, he having as they said an extraordinary handsome wife. But Mr. Dawes could not be got to say anything of his. After that to our lodging where W. Howe
1 The Stadhuis is a fine building situated in the market-place.
2  Afterwards Colonel Edward Harley, M.P. for Hereford, and Governor of Dunkirk;  ancestor of the Earls of Oxford of that race, now extinct in the male line.    He was afterwards made a Knight of the Bath at the Coronation of Charles II.
3  Edmond Ibbott, made rector of Deal in 1662.    See ante, March 25th.
4  Mr. Ackworth seems to have held some office in Deptford Yard, see January I4th, 1660-61,